THE MOSBY
Volume II—Number 2

MESSENGER

A PUBLICATION OF THE JOHN SINGLETON MOSBY FOUNDATION

Fall/Winter 2001

Benefit Gala Aids Restoration Efforts
BY RICHARD GOOKIN
ore than 60 guests from Fauquier,
Loudoun and Rappahannock
counties gathered in Warrenton on
the evening of September 29 for a reception
and dinner to benefit the Mosby Museum
and Education Center. Arranged by the
Foundation’s Board of Directors, the event
began with a 6:30PM reception at Brentmoor:
The Spilman-Mosby House at 173 Main
Street. Honored guests were Mr. Peter H.
Brink, Senior Vice President, National Trust
for Historic Preservation, and Mrs. Brink.
Serving as Honorary Chairman was Mr. Mark
J. Ohrstrom of The Plains.
As guests approached “Brentmoor,” they
could see external repairs well underway.
Reconstruction of chimneys had begun as
well as excavation for drainage improvement.
Many guests were seeing the house for the
first time and marveled at the mid-19th
century Italianate style building and its
potential attraction as an important town
center.
Guests were greeted in the front hall by
Board President David Norden who invited
all to have refreshments and tour the house
upstairs and down. The hall was enhanced
by candlelight and a hanging lantern, and
furnished with a Federal table given by Miss
Elizabeth Keith, on which General Lafayette
is said to have dined. On this recent evening,
the table was flanked by flags, and on it was
displayed a fascinating collection of Oriental
artifacts brought from Hong Kong in 1875
by Colonel Mosby, who had served there as
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Mr. & Mrs. Gookin, Mr. & Mrs. Brink, Mr. Norden at “The Oaks”
American Consul. These items were on loan
for the evening from Board Member Lucy
Virginia Blakely Russell, Colonel Mosby’s
great-grand niece.
The handsome parlors and dining room
were once again the scene of neighbors and
residents enjoying the hospitality of the house
and each other’s company. Also on display
were period furnishings and memorabilia
given by interested donors, including a sword
belonging to one of Mosby’s Rangers along
with the latter’s portrait and that of his wife.
Lively tunes of the era, provided by musicians
Tom and Rosemary Lather of “Potomac
Thunder,” filled the house and delighted the
guests.
At 8:00PM, guests were summoned to leave

1

for “The Oaks” beyond Warrenton on
Springs Road, residence of Board members
Elizabeth and Richard Gookin. There, at the
conclusion of a seated dinner, President David
Norden explained the project in some detail.
Mr. Norden added, “Not only is this project
important from an educational and historic
preservation stand point, but it will boost our
local economy through heritage tourism and
will be a jewel for the whole community to
enjoy.”
Peter Brink of the National Trust then paid
special tribute to the late Juilian Scheer for
his leadership in preserving the Piedmont
countryside and our heritage. Julian, who
died suddenly on September 1, was a close
Continued on page 10
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This issue is dedicated to the memory of Julian Scheer. Julian’s
love for this community was exemplified when once asked how
he would greet a newcomer to the community by saying,
“Welcome to the greatest community in America.”
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A Message from the President
n behalf of our Board of Directors, welcome to this
edition of the Mosby Messenger. As many positive steps
are being made by the John Singleton Mosby Museum
Foundation, it is with great regret that I must first announce
the loss of one of our Directors. Julian Scheer, who had been
with our Board since it’s inception, died suddenly on
September 1. Julian brought a wealth of knowledge and insight
to the Board and will be sorely missed by us all, as well as the
entire community.
A great deal of work is underway at the house, including a complete foundation
drainage system, reconstruction of the brick chimneys, and roof repair and painting.
Meticulous care is being taken to stabilize the brick foundation while exposed and
to return the chimneys to their original ornate design found in a photo dating from
the 1890s. With the approval of the Warrenton Town Council, the Architectural
Review Board, and the Department of Historical Resources in Richmond, the kitchen
wing, added to the house in the 1920s and ’30s, has been removed from the structure
to restore the rear courtyard and improve the drainage around the house. The work
is expected to be completed by late November.
We are also excited to announce that, in conjunction with the Town of Warrenton,
we have been awarded a $300,000 TEA-21 grant to be used towards the construction
of the Visitor and Educational Center to be located at the rear of the property. A
site plan was filed with the town in July and the design of the Visitor Center should
be underway in the next few months.
Our next schedule of work on the Museum House is the restoration of the exterior
facades including all stucco and woodwork. The money needed for this is estimated
to be $200,000 and we will need everyone’s help in raising this money within the
community. I invite everyone to visit our website at www.mosbymuseum.org and
become a member of the John Singleton Mosby Museum Foundation or make a
purchase from our new online gift shop. To talk personally about the options of
making larger gifts to the Museum or to arrange for a private tour of the house,
please contact me at 540-351-1600.
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David A. Norden
President

2

3Donald Tharpe of ‘Great Marsh’

Brentmoor’s Restoration Begins!
Chimney, Roof, Drainage Projects Mark Start of Phase I Work
BY JOHN QUARSTEIN AND ED TOLSON
fter two years of design, planning and
fund raising, the John Singleton
Mosby Foundation has initiated the
first steps of Brentmoor’s restoration. The
Foundation, working with the Town of
Warrenton, contracted B & L Builders of
Midland, Virginia, to restore Brentmoor’s roof
and chimneys. The second facet of the project
will remove 20th century additions and install
a French drain.
The foundation’s Building Committee,
headed by architectural historian Ed Tolson,
decided that the restoration effort should start
with actions designed to resolve water seepage
problems. This top to bottom approach to
restoring Brentmoor’s exterior will enable the
project to proceed in phases.
Brentmoor’s original metal standing seam,
double-lock roof will be cleaned, repaired and
repainted. The roof ridge of the building’s
rear section will be extended to meet the
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sloping section of the section’s front. This
modification will establish valleys to
effectively direct water off the roof. These roof
repairs required attention being given to the
chimneys. The circa 1920 re-built stacks will
be removed and new chimneys, based on the
original ornate design, will be reconstructed.
The historic design is based on photographic
evidence from the 1890s. Two nice
nineteenth century views of Brentmoor’s front
facade exist from when the property was
owned by Brigadier General Eppa Hunton.
These historic images provided powerful clues
enabling David Norden, foundation
president, and Bill Lafoon of RML Associates
to properly replicate the original fluted,
corbeled-cap chimney design. Tremendous
effort was also invested matching the original
brick. Ed Tolson and Dave Loving of B & L
Builders discovered examples of the handmolded watertable brick below the chimney’s
metal flashings. Using these bricks as a guide,
new brick will be produced to create a near-

Mike Martinez, Master Mason, removes first brick in preparation of
rebuilding chimneys. Photos courtesy of Ed Tolson
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Front and side elevation of new chimneys.
to-perfect match. The restored chimneys will
soon tower ten feet above Brentmoor’s roof
line as a prime feature of Italianate Villa
design.
Brentmoor, like so many other historic
buildings, suffers from ground level water
seepage problems. The current project will
address this issue. A French drain will be
installed to move water away from the
building’s foundation. This drain system’s
installation prompted the Foundation to
organize and enact the removal of Brentmoor’s
twentieth century additions. A ‘modern’
kitchen was added to the historic structure’s
rear circa 1915 and was enlarged in the 1920s.
Another addition, a ‘mud room’ was
completed in the 1930s. Obviously, there was
a critical need to remove these modern
encumbrances. Since the additions did not
match Brentmoor’s architectural style, this
action will facilitate the building’s return to
its circa 1880 appearance. Of equal
importance, the kitchen removal project will
also restore the spatial relationship between
the main house and its two outbuildings;
thereby recreating the historic courtyard. The
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
and the Warrenton Architectural Review

Board approved this action because of this
National Register of Historic Places
structure’s future use as a museum.
The estimated completion date is
November 15, 2001. The project is
underwritten by a grant from the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources and
donations received from the John Singleton
Mosby Foundation’s patrons. Additional
contributions are still needed to complete the
stucco facade restoration work. The
foundation is striving to raise these dollars in
order to accomplish this important work in a
timely manner and return Brentmoor to its
former glory.

Going, Going, GONE: Kitchen and mudroom
demolition returns Brentmoor to its original
dimensions. Photos courtesy of Ed Tolson

The Preservation And Restoration Of Brentmoor:
The Spillman–Mosby House
BY BIRGE WATKINS
ne of the most important historic preservation projects in the Commonwealth of Virginia
is the restoration of Brentmoor, the Spillman-Mosby House, the future site of the
Mosby Museum and Civil War Educational Center. Completed in 1861 and located
on Main Street in historic Warrenton, Brentmoor will be a testament to historic preservation,
a national museum to study the life of Colonel John Singleton Mosby and his Rangers, a
major center for Civil War education, and an exciting and appropriate heritage tourism
destination for Fauquier County.
Brentmoor has stood for over 140 years and is now poised to begin a new life as a museum
and educational center. It is registered on the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s National
Register of Historic Places. The restoration of Brentmoor and development of the Mosby
Museum is a public-private undertaking between the Citizens of the Town of Warrenton and
the Commonwealth of Virginia, the John Singleton Mosby Foundation, and individuals,
businesses, and organizations around the country.
Restoration of Brentmoor, the outbuildings and the gardens to appropriate museum and
preservation standards is estimated to cost $700,000. The JSM Foundation is seeking $400,000
to complete the exterior restoration, $200,000 for the interior restoration and systems (security,
fire, climate control) and $100,000 for the grounds and garden restoration. Another $100,000
will be needed for museum exhibit expenses. To date, about $220,000 has been raised. In
addition, the Foundation received a federal grant of $300,000 to build and relocate the
Fauquier County Visitor’s Center. An additional $200,000 will be needed to build and equip
the Civil War Education Center which will be part of the Visitor's Center building.
The year 2010 marks the nation’s Civil War Sesquicentennial. National attention will be
on Virginia and the Civil War. Fauquier County rests in geographic crosssroads of Civil War
history with Gettysburg and Antitum to the North, Manassas and Washington to the East,
and Appomattox, Chancellorsville and Richmond to the South, and the Shenandoah Valley
to the West. Brentmoor and the Mosby Museum will be major attractions as the Nation
honors it Civil War heritage.
The JSM Foundation needs your investment and support to restore Brentmoor. Our goal
is to preserve Brentmoor for another 140 years. The generosity of all contributors will be
memorialized for future generations to appreciate. The restoration of Brentmoor will result
in a home and museum of national significance, and an asset of great pride for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, Fauquier County, and Warrenton.

O

An Investment in
History, Education,
Historic Preservation and
Economic Development

5

Work Days, Dance Night Help
Spilman-Mosby House Restoration
BRICK REMOVAL
n Sunday, May 20, 2001, several members of the John Singleton Mosby Foundation’s
Board of Directors participated in “Brick Removal Day”. Bricks along the front, side, and
back walkways and courtyard were removed in preparation for drainage work excavation.
The day was cool and drizzly, but the heavy rain held off until the intrepid group had
removed all the bricks necessary for the contractors to begin excavation. The volunteers
stacked approximately 2600 full bricks in the garage and salvaged a number of broken bricks.
After the drainage work, the bricks will be replaced.
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Brick Removal Day: Participants were Birge
Watkins and his children: Robbie, Porter, and
Thorne, Kaye Rankin and her husband Steve,
Ed Tolson, Nancy Duggan, Jackie Lee,
Adrienne Stone and her daughter Sidney,
David Norden, and Joe and Kathy Scherer.

YARD CLEAN-UP
oundation board members and their families got together on Sunday, July 15, 2001, to
clean up the yard at the Spilman-Mosby House. Pulling vines. weeding, sawing limbs,
and pruning were the order of the day. Under years of growth, workers discovered rose
gardens, the concrete base of either a birdbath or a Victorian gazing ball, and a courtyard with
a bench.
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Yard Clean-up Day: Participants were David
Norden(assisted by his daughter Addie), Nancy
Duggan, Kaye and Steve Rankin, Ed Tolson,
Brige Watkins, and Joe and Kathy Scherer.

Photos courtesy of Joe Scherer
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BARN DANCE
he John S. Mosby Foundation sponsored an 1860s Barn Dance fund raiser at the Inn at
Kelly’s Ford Equestrian Center on June 9, 2001. Tom and Rosemary Lather, otherwise
known as Potomac Thunder, supplied period music and Steve Bockmiller served as Dance
Master. Many attendees chose to dress in 1860s period attire for the occasion to add to the
atmosphere of the evening.
Several merchants had their wares for sale. Period toys were available from the Ragged
Soldier Sutlers and antiques were offered by Kaye Rankin and her business partner, Phee
Serrano.
A framed print of Nancy Benedict’s Spilman-Mosby House watercolor, Blue and Gray
2001 Ball tickets, and a wine basket were raffled, and door prizes were awarded to many
delighted participants.
Many commented on how much they enjoyed the dance and how much they are anticipating
kicking up their heels again at the 2001 Blue and Gray Ball.
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Photos courtesy of Joe Scherer

7

The Dance Master (top center) instructed in
dances such as Western Schottische, Sir Roger
deCoverley, Virginia Reel and the Gallopade—
the latter being definitely a dance for the younger
folks. The evening concluded with a period
favorite Waltz to the tune of “Do They Miss Me
At Home?”

Ranger’s Sword, Field Kit and Stirrups
Donated to the Mosby Foundation
BY BIRGE WATKINS
he Mosby Foundation was very pleased to recently receive a donation of a Civil war
cavalry sword and scabbard that once belonged to John Hylan Saunders, one of Mosby’s
Rangers. George L. Mozinga, the great, great grandson of Saunders, who lives in California,
donated the sword. He learned about the Mosby Museum project through the Foundation’s
web site. The sword bears the markings “AMES/CHICOPEE.” We believe it is a light artillery
sword manufactured in the North.
Although not common knowledge, Mosby experts will be the first to explain that Mosby
and his Partisan Rangers did not carry swords into battle. However, many of the Rangers did
own swords for ceremonial purposes and occasionally for self-defense.
Mozinga also donated a number of other significant Civil War artifacts. These include a
field kit, eyeglasses and case, a braided uniform cord with tassels, stirrups and a bit, and three
metal photographic plates. Especially interesting are the photos in their original frames, of
Saunders and his wife, believed to be taken between 1885–90
Also included were copies of Saunders’ military record from the National Archives According
to military records, Saunders enlisted under Mosby (Company A) on June 10, 1863 in Fauquier
County. He was captured and was a prisoner until the end of the war. There is a copy of a
note written by a Union Officer to the Provost of his Army Corps citing the capture of
Saunders on February 6, 1864 calling him “one of Mosby’s men.” His signed parole is dated
April 22, 1865.
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he Foundation is seeking donations of military memorabilia from the Civil
War period, particularly items related to Mosby and his Rangers. The
Foundation is also interested in items related to Warrenton’s Civil War history and
to the other residents of Brentmoor, the Spilman-Mosby House. The Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) organization, so donations may be tax deductible.
For information on donations to the Foundation please contact any Board member
or leave a message at the Foundation office (540) 351-1600.
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Photos courtesy of Adrienne Stone
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JOHN SAUNDERS: PROFILE OF A RANGER AND HIS SABER
BY JOHN QUARSTEIN
he John Singleton Mosby Foundation
received yet another important
donation for the future Mosby
Museum. George Mozingo of Carmel
Church, California, contributed an
outstanding grouping of artifacts from his
Mosby’s Rangers ancestor, John Hylan
Saunders.
John Saunders served with Company A and
later Company D of the 43 rd Partisan
Battalion from1863 until he was paroled at
Winchester, Virginia, on April 22, 1865. He
was twenty years old at the war’s conclusion.
A native of Warrenton, he is described as
being 5'- 8" with light hair and blue eyes.
His elder brother Tom also served in the 43rd
after his exchange from Point Lookout POW
Camp in April 1864.
Ranger John Saunders’ most significant
documented action under Mosby’s command
was during the June 4, 1863 engagement near
Frying Pan Church in Fairfax County.
Saunders, along with five other men, was sent
by Mosby to set an ambush for a nightly
Union cavalry patrol on Ox Road between
Fox’s Mill and Frying Pan Church. The
detachment was led by John Underwood.
Mosby believed that when this trap was
sprung additional Federal troopers would ride
to the sound of gunfire. Then he could
ambush the Union reinforcements with the
rest of his force. Unfortunately, events did
not unfold as conceived.
About 5:00AM, Saunders and the other
rangers unleashed a volley from their revolvers
upon an unsuspecting group of Union cavalry
men. Three Federals were wounded and the
patrol fell back upon a detachment of 50
Federals. Mosby ordered his partisans under
Underwood’s leadership to attack the Federals
in their front while Mosby assaulted them
on their flank with the rest of his men. Before
the plan could be executed, John Underwood
advised Mosby that yet another Union force
had been observed marching down the road.
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Undaunted by the increased odds, Mosby
ordered his men to attack all of the Federals.
The Federals were near Frying Pan Church
when the raiders attacked. The first Union
detachment was forced back upon the second.
They panicked and fled. Just as Mosby and
his men were about to deliver a final thrust
against the fleeing Federals, Colonel George
Gray and a squadron of the 6th Michigan
Cavalry arrived on the scene. Gray’s command
had been searching for Southern partisans and
rushed to the sound of gunfire. The arrival
of these reinforcements forced the
Confederates to withdraw.
John Saunders survived the Frying Pan
Church engagement and continued to serve
under Mosby until the war’s conclusion.
However, he is not mentioned in any other
raid or skirmish conducted by Mosby during
the final two years of war. Nevertheless, one
item found in the grouping of artifacts
donated to the Mosby Museum by Saunders’
descendant George Mozingo gives a clear
indication that John Saunders played an active
role raiding Federal units. A Union saber is
included in the collection. Because of the
weapon’s 1862 date and manufacturer, the
saber must have been liberated from a Federal
trooper at some time during the war by
Ranger Saunders.
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The bladed weapon is a U. S. Army Model
1840 Light Artillery Saber. The War
Department adopted a special saber based on
French patterns for light (also called horse)
artillery units in 1840. A very functional and
serviceable weapon, it remained the standard
saber for light artillery enlisted personnel for
over 50 years. The saber’s most outstanding
component is its Phrygian helmet pattern
brass pommel. It resembles the Cap of Liberty
symbolizing manumission from the ancient
country of Phrygia.
John Saunders’ saber was produced by
Ames Manufacturing Company of Chicopee,
Massachusetts in 1862. The saber features a
single-edged curved blade with only a
rudimentary false edge. It has a broad fuller
that runs from the ricasso to within 6 inches
of the point. The grip is wood and was once
covered with leather and wound with twisted
brass wire. The knuckle-bow guard is a foursided strip of brass that curves evenly below
the blade. The quillon terminates above the
blade in a disc. The painted black scabbard is
iron with two rings for suspension and a drag.
The saber’s overall length is 38 inches and
the blade is 32 inches long. Ames
Manufacturing Company produced 16,602
light artillery sabers from 1861 to 1865. The
government paid $4.75 for each saber.
Regardless of its original cost, the saber is
a wonderful addition to the Mosby Museum.
The saber and the other personal effects of
Private John Saunders will be exhibited in
the museum once the Brentmoor restoration
project is finished.



Benefit Gala
Continued from page 1
friend of the National Trust and an original
member of the Mosby Foundation. The
Board is deeply grateful for his tireless service
to Fauquier County and beyond.
Mr. Brink then gave an inspiring talk,
noting that after the Civil War, Colonel
Mosby emerged as a symbol for reconciliation
at a divisive time in our nation’s history. He
remarked, “I commend you for saving this
historic house in which Mosby lived during
the war. I commend you for your thoughtful

approach to planning the museum and visitor
center to interpret this part of our history. I
especially value your plan to tell also the story
of the people of Warrenton during the War,
to focus on the daily life, not only of the
leaders, but of the families, AfricanAmericans and Unionists in Warrenton. I
always remember the words of historian
David McCullough who said that our
understanding of history is changing. We
used to shine a spotlight only on the leaders.
Now we are turning up the stage lights to see
the whole cast of players.”
In conclusion, Mark Ohrstrom asked

everyone to make a generous financial
contribution to the project, and urged donors
to consider make it an annual commitment.
To kick off a new fundraising effort he
spontaneously auctioned a framed print of
Warrenton scenes from Harper’s Weekly,
which went for $1,050! Other generous
donations have begun to arrive.
As the evening drew to a close, it was
apparent from enthusiastic comments of
guests that the project had gained new—and
renewed—support from members of the
community.

Clockwise from tp left: Artifacts from the Mosby
Hong Kong Collection, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
P. Williams listening to a point made by Dr.
William H. Allison, the cover of the Gala
invitation, Ms. Mary Jolly with Kathy Scherer
at tableside, Joe Scherer and John Quarstein in
background, and Mr. and Mrs. Charles E.
Beyer, IV
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BLUE AND GRAY BALL
TICKETS ON SALE NOW
ickets for the 2001 Blue and Gray Ball
went on sale to the public September 4th.
The Blue and Gray Ball, scheduled for
Saturday, December 1 st at the Fauquier
Springs Country Club in Warrenton,
Virginia, is a fundraiser for the Mosby
Foundation and features a formal dinner for
up to 250 guests followed by dancing to Civil
War-era music performed by Southern
Horizon, a four-person band from Richmond,
Virginia.
Doors open at 5:30 PM and festivities
conclude at midnight. Again this year,
members of the Black Horse Troop
reenactment group will arrive on horseback
carrying torches sometime after 6:00 PM .
Violinist Ben Mason will be back to entertain
guests before and during dinner.
Proper dress for the event is requested, with
Civil War-period clothing preferred or
modern black-tie accepted.
Tickets this year are $75.00 per person for
members of the Mosby Foundation, and
$85.00 for non-members.
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Persons interested in purchasing tickets are
asked to contact the Mosby Foundation at
540 351-1600, or via the Foundation’s website: www.mosbymuseum.org .
Funds generated from the Blue and Gray
Ball will be used to renovate Brentmoor: the
Spilman-Mosby House at 173 Main Street
in Warrenton. Colonel Mosby and his family
lived there from 1875 to 1877, and the Mosby
Foundation is restoring the house to the way
it would have looked during the 1860–80
period.

Signed Mosby Print To Be
Auctioned At Ball
ary Huff, a noted local artist with Brand
Design, Inc. at 70 Main Street, has
donated two limited edition prints of Colonel
Mosby to the John Singleton Mosby
Museum. The signed prints are based on a
drawing by Huff. One will be retained for
the permanent collection at the Mosby
Museum. The other will be offered for silent
auction at the Blue and Gray Ball.

G

Artist Donates Mosby
Prints For Ball Raffle
rtist John Paul Strain donated three
signed prints of “Fire in the Valley: The
Berryville Wagon Train Raid, August 13,
1864,” to the John Singleton Mosby Museum
to be offered in a raffle at its second annual
Blue and Gray Ball on December 1st .
The print depicts Mosby and some of his
Partisan Rangers as they may have appeared
during the attack on a wagon train of supplies
for the Union army that was camped near
Berryville at Buck Marsh Creek.
In his first attempt to paint John Mosby,
the legendary “Gray Ghost” of the
Confederacy, Strain writes that, “Fighting
behind enemy lines, the Rangers usually
didn’t carry a flag, but on the Berryville raid,
riding beside Mosby was 17-year-old Robert
Stockton Terry who carried the battalion’s
new flag.” The young trooper is positioned
close to Mosby in the painting.
The three prints are being matted on acidfree paper and “shrink-wrapped” by
Fredericksburg Historical Prints.
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To become a member of the John Singleton Mosby Museum please
make your tax-deductible check payable to same and mail to:
The John Singleton Mosby Museum
P.O. Box 146
Warrenton, VA 20188
540-351-1600
Visit us on the web at www.mosbymuseum.org

www.mosbymuseum.org



(540)351-1600

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

MOSBY MUSEUM GIFT SHOP

Gray Ghost Command $5,000*
Spilman’s Court $2,500

Hunton Brigade $1,000

Mosby’s Ranger $500
Keith’s Company $50

Mosby’s Scout $100
Family $25

Individual $20

Student $10

*denotes Lifetime Membership

Annual membership benefits include free admission to the Mosby Museum, a 10%
discount on Museum Gift Shop purchases, invitations to special events, and discounts
on educational seminars.
BECOMING A MEMBER WILL ENSURE CONTINUED
RECEIPT OF THE MOSBY MESSENGER.
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Limited Edition
Spilman-Mosby House Watercolor
$75
Mugs & T-shirts w/Spilman-Mosby House
picture shown below
Mugs $8.00
T-shirts $15.00

